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SUBJECT: SIKKIM 

SUMMARYC: A NEW CRISIS HAS ERUPTED IN SIKKIM. IN THE WAKE OP 
TWO ALLEGED ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS, THE GOI HAS DISARMED THE 
CHOGYAL'S PALACE GUARD, AND THE KAZI AND THE SIKKIM CONGRESS 
PARTY HAVE CALLED POR THE CHOGYAL'S REMOVAL. WE UNDERSTAND 
THE CHOGYAL MAY NOW BE UNDER SOME PORM OP "HOUSE ARREST " AL- 
THOUGH WE HAVE NOT MONITORED THE BROADCAST REPERRED TO IN TEHRAN'S 
3252. PROSPECTS POR THE CHOGYAL'S PRESERVATION OF HIS POSITION 
LOOK POOR. END SUMMARY. 

1. A NEW CRISIS HAS ERUPTED IN SIKKIM, UNDERSCORING AGAIN THE 
PRECARIOUSNESS OP THE ARRANGEMENTS THE GOI HAS BEEN PROMOTING 
IN ITS NEWLY-ACQUIRED "ASSOCIATE STATE" OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS. 

THE INDIAN PRESS REPORTS APRIL 10 THAT THE INDIAN ARMY DISARMED 
THE CHOGYAL'S POUR HUNDRED-MAN PALACE GUARD THE PREVIOUS DAY, 
ALTHOUGH NOT WITHOUT BLOODSHED: ONE GUARD WAS SAID TO HAVE DIED 
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AND FOUR WERE INJURED AS A RESULT OP A BRIEF EXCHANGE OP EIRE. 
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THE GUARDS HAVE BEEN HEAVILY CRITICIZED BY THE CHIEF MINISTER 
KAZI DORII AND THE SIKKIM CONGRESS PARTY EVER SINCE THE STABBING 
OF A YOUTH CONGRESS LEADER BY A GUARDSMAN ON THE INDO-SIKKIM 
BORDER MARCH 4 (NEW DELHI 3170). 

2. THE SIKKIM CONGRESS PARTY EARLIER THE SAME DAY ISSUED A 
STATEMENT PROPOSING WHAT APPEARS TO BE THE FULL INTEGRATION OF 
SIKKIM INTO THE INDIAN UNION OF STATES. ACCORDING TO THE 
PARTY, TT HAS NOW BECOME EVIDENT THAT THE PEOPLE OF SIKKIM 
CAN REALISE THEIR FULL RIGHTS ONLY IF SIKKIM BECOMES A UNIT 

OF THE UNION OF INDIA. THIS ALONE WILL ENSURE THAT OUR DEMO- 
CRATIC RIGHTS WILL BE PROTECTED FOR ALL TIMES TO COME. " THE 
PARTY CONCURRENTLY CALLED FOR THE ABOLITION OF "THE OPPRESIVE 
AND UNDEMOCRATIC INSTITUTION OF THE CHOGYAL FOR ALL TIMES." 

3. THE INDIAN PRESS REPORTED APRIL 9 THAT THE KAZI HAD HIMSELF 
SENT A TELEGRAM IN THE PAST FEW DAYS TO MRS. GANDHI CALLING FOR 
THE REMOVAL OF THE CHOGYAL. THE TELEGRAM IS SAID TO MARK THE 
FIRST FORMAL REQUEST BY THE KAZI FOR THE CHOGYAL'S DEPOSITION. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, THE CHIEF MINISTER ACCUSED THE 
CHOGYAL OF INTRIGUING TO RECOVER POWER AND TO SUPPRESS THE 
SIKKIMESE PEOPLE, AND CONVEYED TO MRS. GANDHI "THE DEEPEST HOPE 
OF ALL THE SIKKIMESE PEOPLE THAT OUR LINKS WITH THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT BE FURTHER STRENGTHENED AT THE EARLIEST TO ENABLE 
SIKKIM TO SHARE THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES AVILABLE TO ALL 
OTHER (INDIAN) STATESMZ 

4. BY SOME ACCOUNTS THE KAZI IS SAID TO HAVE SENT HIS MESSAGE 
AFTER A BOMB-LIKE OBJECT WAS FOUND HIDDEN UNDER THE BACK SEAT 
OF HIS JEEP ON APRIL 8. THE OBJECT IS NOW BEING ANALYZED BY 

THE INDIAN AUTHORITIES. ONLY A FEW DAYS EARLIER, ON APRIL 7, 

THE AIDE DE CAMP OF THE CHOGYAL, CAPTAIN YONGDA, WAS REPORTEDLY 
ARRESTED AND CHARGED WITH HAVING MASTERMINDED AN ATTEMPT TO 
ASSASSINATE SEVERAL SIKKIM CONGRESS PARTY MEMBERS ON BEHOALF OF 
THE CHOGYAL. YONGDA, ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, HAS ALLEGEDLY 
CONFESSED AND IMPLICATED SEVERAL OTHER PLOTTERS. THE CONTENDING 
SIDES IN SIKKIM HAVE BEEN FREELY EXCHANGING ALLEGATIONS OF AT- 
TEMPTED ASSASSINATIONS SINCE LATE LAST YEAR. 

5. WITH TENSION ON THE RISE IN SIKKIM EVER SINCE THE CHOGYAL'S 
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RETURN FROM KATHMANDU, THE GOI DESPATCHED FOREIGN MINISTER 
KEWAL SINGH TO GANGTOK LAST WEEK, BOTH TO ASSAY THE SITUATION 
AND TO COUNSEL MODERATION. HE REPORTEDLY GAVE A DETAILED BRIEF- 
ING TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S POLITICAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE ON APRIL 
6 SHORTLY AFTER HIS RETURN. JUDGING FROM THE DISARMING OF THE 
PALACE GUARDS AND STATEMENTS BEING ATTRIBUTED TO "INFORMED SOURCES" 
IN DELHI'S PRESS APRIL 10, THE GOI IS NOW INCLINED TO COME DOWN 
HARD ON THE CHOGYAL. HOW HARD IS STILL ANYBNE'S GUESS, BUT "IN- 
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FORMED SOURCES" ARE BEING QUOTED HERE AS SAYING "WE CANNOT 
BUT HAVE SYMPATHY WITH THE CHIEF MINISTER, THE COUNCIL OF MIN- 
ISTERS AND TYE ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES AND ARE EXAMINING THE 
REPRESENTATIONS MADE BY THEM" 

6. WE HAVE NOT MONITORED THE HAM MESSAGE REPORTED IN TEHRAN'S 
3252 BUT WE DO UNDERSTAND THAT THE CHOGYAL'S PALACE HAS BEEN 
SURROUNDED BY INDIAN FORCES AND THAT HE IS BEING HELD UNDER 
"HOUSE ARREST" AT THE PRESENT TIME. WE THINK THE GOI WOULD 
STILL PREFER TO STOP SHORT OF DUMPING THE CHOGYAL ALTOGETHER 
BUT THE WHOE SITUATION MAY HAVE GOTTEN SUFFICIENTLY OUT OF HAND 
THAT THIS MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE. AS WE SUGGESTED IN REPORTING L 
LAST YEAR IT WAS ONLY A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE THE CHOGYAL FADED 
AWAY COMPLETELY. 

SAXBE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, DEPENDENCY GOVERNMENT, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 APR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NEWDE04815 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 25-0096 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 975/newtext/t1 9750463/aaaacfrt.tel 

Line Count: 130 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUL 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <10 JUL 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SIKKIM SUMMARYC: A NEW CRISIS HAS ERUPTED IN SIKKIM. IN THE WAKE OF 
TAGS: PINS, IN, SK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



